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Soviet Ambassador here. This disaster took place following a number
of Japanese complaints concerning the presence of Soviet floating
mines in waters adjacent to Japan.
JAPAN'S PRESS PIPES DOWN
November 8, 1941
In view of the unrestrained tone of the Japanese press during the
past week in its numerous articles devoted to discussion of the United
States and foreign policy, it is significant that the flow of invective
appears suddenly to have ceased, judging by this morning's news-
papers. Aside from one relatively mild editorial in the Miyako re-
garding the Kurusu mission and Japanese-American conversations,
the papers confine their comment to subjects which, from our point
of view, are quite innocuous.
CHURCHILL PLEDGES WAR WITHIN THE HOUR
November n, 1941
Churchill has come out with the statement that " if the United
States should be involved in a war with Japan, a British declara-
tion of war would follow within the hour.5' It does one's heart good
to hear such an unqualified statement by the British Prime Minister,
leaving nothing whatever to Japan's imagination.
" WHEN DOGS ARE FRIGHTENED, THEY BARK "
November 13, 1941
The editorial in this week's Japan Times Weekly begins with the
sentence : "In many ways the political and economic programme
now under way between Japan and French IndoChina furnishes a
cross section of Japan's idea of a co-prosperity sphere." Knowing
what is going on in Indo-Ghina to-day and the methods by which
Japan obtained her present stranglehold on that country, it is re-
freshing to have so clear-cut an acknowledgment of just what Japan's
programme is.
The naivete of the Japanese is really amazing. They love high-
sounding formulas and slogans to cover whatever they want and
intend to do, with the idea of imparting to their plans the most perfect
righteousness, lulling even themselves into the belief that their acts
are wholly righteous. Thus " The New Order in Greater East Asia "
and " The East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere " and their " immutable "
policies. A Japanese friend said to me the other day: " The trouble
with you Anglo-Saxons is that you regard and deal with the Japanese
as grown-up people, whereas the Japanese are but children and
should be treated like children. An encouraging word or gesture
immediately inspires confidence. The Germans understand this
psychology of the Japanese and they have played upon it with marked

